
New congresswomen give new
meaning to the color pink

Image 1. Representative Rashida Tlaib, a Democrat from Michigan, plays with her children during the 116th Congress and

swearing-in ceremony on the floor of the U.S. House of Representatives at the Capitol on January 3, 2019, in Washington, D.C.

Photo by: Brendan Smialowski/AFP/Getty Images 

At the start of the 116th Congress, fashion sent a message. It was a rallying cry and a point of

cultural pride. It was white suits and pink dresses, Native American artistry, a Palestinian gown, a

kente cloth wrap, a hijab and a fur shawl.

The main news story from Washington, D.C., on January 3 was the rise of Representative Nancy

Pelosi, a Democrat from California. She was sworn in as Speaker of the House of

Representatives. The House is one lawmaking body. The Senate is the other lawmaking body.

Even before that, it was impossible to miss her bright dress as the television cameras swooped

over the sea of dark suits. 
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A record number of women, 102, are in the House this year. However, men still outnumber them.

The men prefer to wear navy, charcoal or black suits. Pelosi's bright pink dress stood out.

Different Look For An Important Day

It seemed the opposite of what she'd worn the day before, at work in a suit the color of cement.

This was an entirely different look for an important day. It was not just for the cameras, but for the

history books.

Pink has often been connected with girls. For women who were stereotyped and bullied into polite

smiles in the past, pink was a burden. Over time, pink ribbons came to represent serious

women's issues. Even those were usually discussed in soft tones.

However, pink has gotten a new definition. It is not about patience and calm. The new pink glows

with anger and the demand that past wrongs be made right.
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Who Has The Right To Lead

These women of the new Congress used fashion as a tool. They used their clothes to attract the

cameras and get people talking. They did it to make viewers reconsider how Americans are

defined, who has the right to lead and what power looks like.

Representative Rashida Tlaib is a Democrat from Michigan. She wore a Palestinian gown. It was

in honor of her mother. Tlaib is the first Palestinian-American elected to Congress. She wrote that

as a child, she would watch as her mother sat on the floor stitching the gowns with a lamp at her

side. The clothing was a statement about Tlaib's background and a future in which it can be as

welcome in the United States as Western European roots are. 

Representative Debra Haaland is a Democrat from New Mexico. She expressed her Native

American heritage in turquoise jewelry and embroidery. Her choices also represented her

promise to focus attention on missing and murdered Native American women.

Representative Barbara Lee, an African-American, is a Democrat from California. She had a

kente cloth wrap draped around her shoulders. The colorful woven cloth has roots in Western

Africa. It is worn by leaders there.

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 3



Each of the women used fashion to make the point that different kinds of people should be

leaders.

Senator Kyrsten Sinema, a Democrat from Arizona, wore a flowered skirt and a gray fur shawl for

her swearing-in. It was the opposite of men in dark suits. 

Ilhan Omar is a Democrat from Minnesota. She came to the United States as a refugee from

Somalia. It is a country in the Horn of Africa. She wore a hijab, a headscarf often worn by Muslim

women, at a time when both Muslims and refugees have been criticized. Many Muslim women

wear the hijab for religious reasons. Islam is one of the world's main religions. Its followers are

called Muslims.

Omar also wore white. So did Madeleine Dean, from Pennsylvania, and Alexandria Ocasio-

Cortez, from New York. They are both Democrats. Their clothes were a symbol of a new

beginning, as well as a nod to women's suffrage. As Pelosi noted in her speech, this year marks

the 100th anniversary of women having the right to vote. 

Using Fashion To Define Themselves

Fashion told a story about the day's place in the country's story. It showed how these new

congresswomen define their roles and themselves. Their choices placed them within particular

communities. The setting in Washington connected those communities in one national

conversation.  

Their opening move was shown in their clothes. The full story will be in their votes.
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Quiz

1 Read the sentence from the section ”Who Has The Right To Lead."

The clothing was a statement about Tlaib's background and a future in
which it can be as welcome in the United States as Western European
roots are. 

Which answer choice uses "statement" in the SAME way as the sentence above?

(A) The company's mission statement was simple and to the point.

(B) The president's statement was read by several news stations.

(C) The activists made a strong statement with their march.

(D) The bank statement was needed to get a loan for the car.

2 Read the paragraph from the introduction [paragraphs 1-4]. 

At the start of the 116th Congress, fashion sent a message. It was a
rallying cry and a point of cultural pride. It was white suits and pink
dresses, Native American artistry, a Palestinian gown, a kente cloth wrap,
a hijab and a fur shawl.

What is the meaning of the phrase "rallying cry" as it is used in the paragraph above?

(A) an object that people wear to special events

(B) something that makes people join together

(C) an event for people with different backgrounds

(D) someone who enjoys new fashion trends
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3 The section “Different Look For An Important Day” is MOSTLY organized using compare and

contrast.

Why do you think the author chose to organize the information this way?

(A) to show that Pelosi's use of bright pink sends a distinct message from how pink

has been used before

(B) to explain that Pelosi usually wears clothes that make her stand out from the dark

colors worn by men

(C) to demonstrate that pink is Pelosi's favorite color and she wears many shades of it

throughout the year

(D) to highlight how the new women in Congress were wearing different things to their

first day of work

4 If this article were organized in chronological order, which selection would come FIRST?

(A) The main news story from Washington, D.C., on January 3 was the rise of

Representative Nancy Pelosi, a Democrat from California. She was sworn in as

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

(B) Tlaib is the first Palestinian-American elected to Congress. She wrote that as a

child, she would watch as her mother sat on the floor stitching the gowns with a

lamp at her side.

(C) She came to the United States as a refugee from Somalia. It is a country in the

Horn of Africa. She wore a hijab, a headscarf often worn by Muslim women, at a

time when both Muslims and refugees have been criticized.

(D) Their clothes were a symbol of a new beginning, as well as a nod to women's

suffrage. As Pelosi noted in her speech, this year marks the 100th anniversary of

women having the right to vote.
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Answer Key

1 Read the sentence from the section ”Who Has The Right To Lead."

The clothing was a statement about Tlaib's background and a future in
which it can be as welcome in the United States as Western European
roots are. 

Which answer choice uses "statement" in the SAME way as the sentence above?

(A) The company's mission statement was simple and to the point.

(B) The president's statement was read by several news stations.

(C) The activists made a strong statement with their march.

(D) The bank statement was needed to get a loan for the car.

2 Read the paragraph from the introduction [paragraphs 1-4]. 

At the start of the 116th Congress, fashion sent a message. It was a
rallying cry and a point of cultural pride. It was white suits and pink
dresses, Native American artistry, a Palestinian gown, a kente cloth wrap,
a hijab and a fur shawl.

What is the meaning of the phrase "rallying cry" as it is used in the paragraph above?

(A) an object that people wear to special events

(B) something that makes people join together

(C) an event for people with different backgrounds

(D) someone who enjoys new fashion trends
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3 The section “Different Look For An Important Day” is MOSTLY organized using compare and

contrast.

Why do you think the author chose to organize the information this way?

(A) to show that Pelosi's use of bright pink sends a distinct message from

how pink has been used before

(B) to explain that Pelosi usually wears clothes that make her stand out from the dark

colors worn by men

(C) to demonstrate that pink is Pelosi's favorite color and she wears many shades of it

throughout the year

(D) to highlight how the new women in Congress were wearing different things to their

first day of work

4 If this article were organized in chronological order, which selection would come FIRST?

(A) The main news story from Washington, D.C., on January 3 was the rise of

Representative Nancy Pelosi, a Democrat from California. She was sworn in as

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

(B) Tlaib is the first Palestinian-American elected to Congress. She wrote that as a

child, she would watch as her mother sat on the floor stitching the gowns with a

lamp at her side.

(C) She came to the United States as a refugee from Somalia. It is a country in the

Horn of Africa. She wore a hijab, a headscarf often worn by Muslim women, at a

time when both Muslims and refugees have been criticized.

(D) Their clothes were a symbol of a new beginning, as well as a nod to

women's suffrage. As Pelosi noted in her speech, this year marks the

100th anniversary of women having the right to vote.
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